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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This is a first office action in response to application 10/660,559 filed on 12 September 
2003 in which claims 1-13 are presented for examination. 

Priority 

2. Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)- 
(d). The certified copy of Japanese patent application number 2002-266814, filed on 12 
September 2002, has been received and made of record. 

Title 

3. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-5 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Endoh 
(USPN 6,707,566 B1). 
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Regarding claim 1 , Endoh discloses an electronic apparatus (any of printers 102 to 107, 
col. 3, lines 10-11) operable in various modes and having a unique identification data (printer ' 
identifier (ID), col. 3, lines 31-32), comprising: 

receiving means (network interface 307, col. 4, lines 36-38 receives multicast printing 
information, col. 1, lines 48-52) for receiving, from an external device (data processing 
apparatus 101, col. 3, lines 9-10) input information including both apparatus information (printer 
address information, col. 4, line 60) and operation information (printing conditions, col. 4, lines 
60-61) provided in association with the apparatus information, the operation information being 
used for setting an operation of an apparatus identified by the apparatus information; 

discriminating means (CPU 301, col. 4, lines 6-8) for discriminating relevant operation 

■ 

information based on relevant apparatus information indicating the unique identification data, 
the relevant apparatus information and the relevant operation information being in association 
with each other and received at the receiving means as the input information (at step S906 to 
determine the settings that correspond to specified printers, see at least col. 6, lines 63-67); and 

setting means (CPU 301, col. 4, lines 6-8) for setting an operation to be performed in a 
selected mode based on the relevant operation information discriminated by the discriminating 
means (step S910, set print instruction, see Figure 9). 

Regarding claim 2, Endoh discloses an electronic apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein the input information includes a plurality of pieces of apparatus information (in step 
S504, a plurality of IDs are added to a data packet) and a plurality of pieces of operation 
information in association with respective ones of the plurality of pieces of apparatus information 
individually (printing conditions, col. 4, lines 60-61 that correspond to certain network printers), 
and wherein the discriminating means discriminates relevant apparatus information (at step 
S906 to determine the settings that correspond to specified printers, see at least col. 6, lines 63- 
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67) that indicates the unique identification data from among the plurality of pieces of apparatus 
information, and discriminates relevant operation information corresponding to the relevant 
apparatus information. 

Regarding claim 3, Endoh discloses an electronic apparatus according to claim 1, 

# 

wherein the input information further includes independent operation information, the 
discriminating means judges that the independent operation information being relevant in setting 
an operation to be performed in a selected mode (printing conditions reads on different modes, 
col. 4, lines 60-61 that correspond to certain network printers). 

Regarding claim 4, Endoh discloses an electronic apparatus according to claim 1, further 
comprising storing means (work area 604 stores printer identification, col. 5, lines 64-65) for 
storing the unique identification data, wherein the discriminating means (CPU 301) compares 
the apparatus information included in the input information with the unique identification data 
stored in the storing means, and judges that the operation information in association with the 
model information is relevant when the apparatus information included in the input information 
matches the unique identification data stored in the storing means (at step S906 to determine 
the settings that correspond to specified printers, see at least col. 6, lines 63-67). 

Regarding claim 5, Endoh discloses an electronic apparatus according to claim 4, further 
comprising an interface (a network interface 307, col. 4, lines 36-38 receives multicast printing 
information, col. 1, lines 48-52) for connecting to the external device, the interface being 
assigned with a unique ID number, the unique ID number being used as the unique 
identification data, wherein the storing means stores the unique ID number (work area 604 
stores printer identification, col. 5, lines 64-65); 
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the external device transmits input information including an ID number (printer address 
information, col. 4, line 60) and operation information (printing conditions, col. 4, lines 60-61) in 
association with the ID number; 

discriminating means (CPU 301, col. 4, lines 6-8) compares the ID number included in 
the input information with the unique ID number stored in the storing means and judges that the 
operation information provided in association with the ID number is relevant in setting an 
operation to be performed in a selected mode when the ID number included in the input 
information matches the unique ID number stored in the storing means (at step S906 to 
determine the settings that correspond to specified printers, see at least col. 6, lines 63-67). 
Regarding claim 12, Endoh discloses a network printer system comprising: 
a host computer (data processing apparatus 101, col. 3, lines 9-10); and 
at least two printers (any of printers 102 to 107, col. 3, lines 10-11) each connected to 
the host computer through a network (see figure 1 wherein printers 102 to 107 are connected to 
PC 101 via network 108) and having its own unique identification data (printer identification), the 
host computer outputting (multicast printing information, col. 1, lines 48-52) to the at least two 
printers information including both printer information and operation information provided in 
association with the printer information, each of the at least two printers judging if the printer 
information indicates its own unique identification data and setting an operation in accordance 
with the operation information provided in association with the printer information when the 
printer information indicates its own unique identification data (at step S906 to determine the 
settings that correspond to specified printers, see at least col. 6, lines 63-67). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 6-1 1 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Endoh (USPN 6,707,566 B1) in view of Hren (USPN 7,099,026 B1). 

Regarding claim 6, Endoh does not disclose that the input information further includes a 
password; the discriminating means judges whether or not the password is appropriately 
entered; and the setting means sets an operation to be performed in a selected mode based on 
the relevant operation information if the discriminating means judges that the password is 
appropriately entered. 

Hren teaches a passcode system which has a pass code generation program 16 that 
enables a user to be able to activate certain features of a printer device once a pass code is 
successfully generated and verified (col, 6, lines 46-55) by a pass code validation module 32. 
Endoh and Hren are analogous art because they are from the similar problem solving area of 
printer feature enablement. At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person 
of ordinary skill in the art to add the feature of Hren to Endoh in order to obtain an input 
password that is generated and allows a print operation to be performed once said pass code is 
verified/appropriate. The motivation for doing so would be to authorize certain printer features. 

Regarding claim 7, Endoh does not disclose a password storing means for storing a 
unique password, wherein the discriminating means compares the password included in the 
input information with the unique password stored in the password storing means and judges 
that the password included in the input information is inputted appropriately when the password 
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included in the input information matches the unique password stored in the password storing 
means. 

Hren teaches a passcode system which enables a user to be able to activate certain 
features of a printer device once a pass code is successfully generated and verified (col, 6, lines 
46-55) by a pass code validation module 32 (reads on discriminating means) of a stored printer 
pass code 33. Endoh and Hren are analogous art because they are from the similar problem 
solving area of printer feature enablement. At the time of the invention, it would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to add the feature of Hren to Endoh in order to 
obtain an input password that is generated and allows a print operation to be performed once 
said pass code is verified/appropriate. The motivation for doing so would be to authorize certain 
printer features. 

Regarding claim 8, Endoh does not disclose a changing means for changing the unique 
password to a new unique password based on a command, the command being further 
included in the input information and changing the unique password stored in the password 
storing means, wherein the discriminating means discriminates the new unique password. 

Hren teaches a passcode generation program 16 for generating unique pass codes for 
print devices which enables a user to be able to activate certain features of a printer device 
once a pass code is successfully generated and verified (col, 6, lines 46-55) by a pass code 
validation module 32 (reads on discriminating means) of a stored printer pass code 33. Endoh 
and Hren are analogous art because they are from the similar problem solving area of printer 
feature enablement. At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to add the feature of Hren to Endoh in order to obtain an input password 
that is generated and allows a print operation to be performed once said pass code is 
verified/appropriate. The motivation for doing so would be to authorize certain printer features. 
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Regarding claim 9, Endoh does not disclose a nonvolatile memory and a volatile 
memory, wherein the unique password is stored in the nonvolatile memory and the new unique 
password is stored in the volatile memory. 

Hren teaches a passcode generation program 16 for generating unique pass codes for 
print devices which enables a user to be able to activate certain features of a printer device 
once a pass code is successfully generated and verified (col, 6, lines 46-55) by a pass code 
validation module 32 (reads on discriminating means) of a stored printer pass code 33. 
Examiner notes that it is well-known in the art to store certain data in non-volatile and/or volatile 
memory depending on the criticality of the data and the power use of the devices. Endoh and 
Hren are analogous art because they are from the similar problem solving area of printer feature 
enablement. At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to add the feature of Hren to Endoh in order to obtain an input password that is 
generated and allows a print operation to be performed once said pass code is 
verified/appropriate. The motivation for doing so would be to authorize certain printer features. 

Regarding claim 10, Endoh does not disclose that the changing means provides the new 
unique password based on the unique password and the ID number assigned to the interface. 

Hren teaches a passcode generation program 16 for generating unique pass codes for 
print devices which enables a user to be able to activate certain features of a printer device 
once a pass code is successfully generated and verified (col, 6, lines 46-55) by a pass code 
validation module 32 (reads on discriminating means) of a stored printer pass code 33. The . 
pass code program has to assign the pass code based on the id of the device so that the pass 
code correctly corresponds to the proper printing device. Endoh and Hren are analogous art 
because they are from the similar problem solving area of printer feature enablement. At the 
time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to add 
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the feature of Hren to Endoh in order to obtain an input password that is generated and allows a 
print operation to be performed once said pass code is verified/appropriate. The motivation for 

i 

doing so would be to authorize certain printer features. 

Regarding claim 11, Endoh does not disclose that the discriminating means directly 
writes to the nonvolatile memory an operation based on the operation information discriminated 
using the password. 

Hren teaches a passcode generation program 16 for generating unique pass codes for 
print devices which enables a user to be able to activate certain features of a printer device 
once a pass code is successfully generated and verified (col, 6, lines 46-55) by a pass code 
validation module 32 (reads on discriminating means) of a stored printer pass code 33. 
Examiner notes that it is well-known in the art to store certain data in non-volatile and/or volatile 
memory depending on the criticality of the data and the power use of the devices. Endoh and 
Hren are analogous art because they are from the similar problem solving area of printer feature 
enablement. At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to add the feature of Hren to Endoh in order to obtain an input password that is 
generated and allows a print operation to be performed once said pass code is 
verified/appropriate. The motivation for doing so would be to authorize certain printer features. 

Regarding claim 13, Endoh does not disclose that the information further includes a 
password, each of the at least two printers having its own password, judging whether or not the 
password included in the information is in coincidence with the its own password, and setting 
the operation in accordance with the operation information provided in association with the 
printer information when the printer information indicates its own unique identification data and 
the password included in the information is judged to be in coincidence with the its own 
password. 
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Hren teaches a passcode system which enables a user to be able to activate certain 
features of a printer device once a pass code is successfully generated and verified (col, 6, lines 
46-55) by a pass code validation module 32 (reads on discriminating means) of a stored printer 
pass code 33. Endoh and Hren are analogous art because they are from the similar problem 
solving area of printer feature enablement. At the time of the invention, it would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to add the feature of Hren to Endoh in order to 
obtain an input password that is generated and allows a print operation to be performed once 
said pass code is verified/appropriate. The motivation for doing so would be to authorize certain 
printer features. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Thomas J. Lett whose telephone number is (571) 272-7464. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8-4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David K. Moore can be reached on (571) 272-7437. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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